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The mother, aged 55, noticed that her hair began to fall at the age of 25, after a pregnancy. In the case of the daughter, aged 30, the condition followed scarlet fever at the age of nine.
Dr, Forman pointed out to me this afternoon that the mother has a small tumour on the scalp, and the daughter also is said to have had tumours, but they have disappeared. The case seems to correspond with one of hereditary alopecia associated with sebaceous adenoma shown by Dr. Forman some years ago.
Dr. G. B. DOWLING said he had a case with the same kind of cicatricial alopecia, in a man, in whom it had developed at 20 years of age-he was now 35. In his case it was associated with palmar and plantar keratodermia. He had also had poorly developed teeth all of which except one, a very small molar, had been extracted. He regarded the condition as an example of congenital ectodermal defect.
Lupus Vulgaris: Resolution Following Eczema.-H. MACCORMAC, C.B.E., M.D.
A. A., a male patient now aged 53, has an unusual medical history. He was first seen in December 1926 on account of an epithelioma (confirmed by microscopic examination) at the base of the left middle finger. This was removed surgically, and there has been no recurrence. Four years later he was seen again with extensive lupus vulgaris over the back of the left hand and extending upwards over the forearm and lower half of the upper arm. The eruption consisted of confluent tuberculous deposits, the so-called apple-jelly nodules. Some degree of superficial ulceration was present and when this had healed, the patient returned to his work as a road-mender, which, in spite of his disability, he was able to continue. He was seen again in 1934 with acute eczema involving the tuberculous area, and also present on other parts of the body; under treatment this cleared up and he resumed his former occupation, the lupus remaining unchanged in form and dimensions. In January 1936 he was again admitted with a similar attack of eczema; he made good progress under local applications, and it was then possible to observe the extraordinary change in the whole of the lupus area, which during the attack of eczema has almost entirely resolved. It is not suggested that the lupus is cured, and a microscopic section shows a chronic inflammatory subepithelial infiltrate, with a tuberculous type of giant-cell systems. The remarkable improvement in an extensive and profound type of lupus seems to be in some way connected with the eczema which was superimposed on the tuberculous disease. It is well known that involution following erysipelas may occur in both lupus vulgaris and lupus erythematosus. The present case seems to be in a different category and one can only surmise that some process of natural vaccination occurred, to which the favourable result is to be attributed.
AUG.-DERMAT. 1
